MATH MOMENTS EVERY DAY
As a second grader, your child is increasingly aware of what is going on in the world.  In that world is a lot of math!  In our class this year, we are working on place value, as well as learning about standard units of measurement, describing and analyzing shapes, and addition and subtraction of three-digit numbers. It will really help your child to understand and see the importance of math if you find ways to talk about “math moments.” Here are some ways to have fun with Math Moments at home.
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SHARE STORIES.  Be a mathematician and reflect on your day.


 Explain how you used math today (shopping, cooking, playing).


Encourage your child to identify how they used math throughout the day.








CONNECTING TO READING.  As they tell you about the book they/you are reading, ask quantity-type questions.  How many shapes do you see in that picture? 


How many more pages do we have to finish the book?  How long (in inches or centimeters) do you think that animal is?








SHOPPING.  Discuss and compare the price of things.


Have your child help you determine what coins to use.


Have your child sort and/or count the coins in your wallet.


Look for different shapes in in the store.








SCAVENGER HUNT.  Riding in the car can be more interesting if there are things to look for.  Consider challenging your child to look for numbers on signs and to say them correctly.  Search for as many shapes as you can.








BUILD SOMETHING TOGETHER.  Big or small, any project that involves measuring includes counting and adding. It doesn’t matter whether you’re making a club house out of shoeboxes or building a genuine tree house. Legos and other building toys are wonderful tools for incorporating numbers, spatial thinking and patterns into playtime.  














